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Echoes of Christmas Past
BY TIMOTHY J. KRUEGER, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

n keeping with the “Echoes”-theme of our 20th 
Anniversary Season, “A Salzburg Christmas” 
sees the choir joining with the acclaimed Baroque 
Chamber Orchestra of Colorado to render 
Christmas works representing both a rustic “Village 

Christmas” and a grand “Cathedral Christmas” from the 
Salzburger Dom.

Centerpiece of the concert is the 8-movement Weihnachts-
responsorien (more formally known as Responsoria ad Matutinem 
in Nativitate Domini – Responsories for Christmas Morning) by 
Johann Michael Haydn (1737-1806). Johann Michael was the 
younger brother of the more famous Franz Josef. After follow-
ing his older brother as a choirboy at St. Stephen’s Cathedral in 
Vienna, the younger Haydn joined the Mozarts in the employ-
ment of the Prince-Archbishop of Salzburg.

The 9th movement of the Responsories is a Te Deum, but 
Haydn did not write one with this set, but instead interpolated a 
variety of different settings with his own responsories, including 
that which we will perform, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s exu-
berant Te Deum (K. 141).

The music of Tomaso Albinoni (1671-1751), who resided 
just over the mountains in Venice, made frequent appearances in 
Salzburg Cathedral services under the Italian-loving archbishops 
of the mid-18th century. His setting of the Magnificat (Mary’s 
song of joy upon hearing she was bearing the Christ child) will 
be sung, featuring soloists Cynthia Henning, Leah Creek, Ray 
Ortiz, and Robert Avrett, as well as the orchestra and choir. 

 The above three works comprise the “Cathedral” side of a 
Salzburg Christmas. The rest of the program is devoted to more 
of a “Village Christmas,” taking for its inspiration Stille Nacht, 
written by Franz Gruber for the parish church of Oberndorf, a 

small village just a few miles from Salzburg. A medley of ar-
rangements of “Silent Night” (including one composed by my-
self for this occasion) will represent the “Village Christmas,” 
along with a rustic Sonata e Pastorale by Heinrich Biber (also 
from Salzburg) played by the orchestra. 

 A couple additional items not related to Salzburg will be add-
ed for two reasons of timing: Given Sir John Tavener’s untimely 
death last week at the age of 69, I have decided to begin the con-
cert with his lovely setting of William Blake’s “The Lamb.” And, 
because our CD featuring three of Henri Hardouin’s a cappella 
masses is just being released and will be available for sale, I 
have added a few brief settings by Hardouin of the text Pastores, 
dicite that I discovered recently. Though having nothing to do 
with Salzburg, Hardouin was a contemporary of J. M. Haydn and 
Mozart, and these are winsome little settings of this Christmas 
text about the shepherds that tie directly in with the release of 
this CD. +
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UPCOMING 
CONCERT

A Salzburg Christmas
ECHOES OF CHRISTMAS PAST

Friday, Dec 13, 7:30 pm
Broomfield Auditorium  ::  3 Community Park Rd  ::  Broomfield CO 80020

Sunday, Dec 15, 3:00 pm
Montview Boulevard Presbyterian Church  ::  1980 Dahlia St   
Denver CO 80220

Friday, Dec 20, 7:30 pm
Saint John’s Episcopal Cathedral  ::  1350 Washington St   
Denver CO 80203

tuesday is

https://www.coloradogives.org/index.php?section=organizations&action=list#search_keywords=st%20martins%20chamber%20choir&search_category=&search_county=&page=1
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This CD will make a great Christmas gift! 

Pick it up at the “Salzburg Christmas” 

concerts or it will be available at the  

St. Martin’s office for $15 singly, and  

including a discount for multiple copies. 

Call 303-298-1970 or e-mail to info@

StMartinsChamberChoir.org  

to reserve your copies.

$15
Henri Hardouin

is out!

GIVE!
TO ST. MARTIN’SCHAMBER CHOIR ON  

COLORADO GIVES DAY

Tuesday Dec 10

Presented by CommunityFirstFoundation and FirstBank, Colorado 

Gives Day provides the opportunity to “give where you live” and sup-

port non-profit organizations like SMCC. Last year $15.7 million was 

distributed to Colorado non-profits! 

 For 24 hours on December 10, you may give online through 

ColoradoGives.org. Your gift will be increased by FirstBank’s Colorado 

Gives Day Incentive Fund. You may also schedule a gift in advance 

of Dec 10 by checking the box marked “Schedule a donation on 

Colorado Gives Day 12/10/2013” on the Colorado Gives website. 

Like us on 
Facebook

CLICK HERE TO VIEW A SHORT VIDEO OF 

“A SALZBURG CHRSTIMAS”
To see a delightful video preview of “A Salzburg Christmas” 

by Artistic Director Timothy Krueger, go to the St. Martin’s web-
site – www.stmartinschamberchoir.org - and click on the link.

click here to

https://www.coloradogives.org/index.php?section=organizations&action=list#search_keywords=st%20martins%20chamber%20choir&search_category=&search_county=&page=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gQLzH9d8d1E

